IRISH LITERATURE AND DRAMA
IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
CHAPTER I
THE BACKGROUND OF THE IBISH MIND
'THE literature of which I am to write lends itself to
treatment in moderate space, for it is the product of
a brief period. Five generations cover it, from Moore's
Melodies down to O'Casey's Juno and the Paycock, or what-
ever else one takes as characteristic of Ireland since a
revolution established the Free State. In a sense therefore
it is comparable to the literature of Canada or of Aus-
tralia ; and yet the comparison could not be seriously put
forward* A national literature takes some time to develop,
and though Canada has the germs of one, the literature
that began there to spring out of the very heart of the
people was in French. We come closer to reality when we
compare the Irish literature and the Scottish- I do not think
it wul be disputed that the output of Ireland in prose and
verse within the past fifty years is to-day comparable to
that of Scotland for the same period. But up till 1900 no
one with reputation to lose would have ventured to say
this. The whole position has been altered out of knowledge
by the work of men who are either still living or only
recently dead. It has been altered since Ireland came back
in some measure to her own possessions, and was nourished